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\OIA spokesman, Denms Berend,
in résponse to a Newsday request for
:cqmment said: “We don’t comment on |:
mformatxon from unamed and at, baat
obscure: gources.” .- . e

‘Why: the virus’ turned up in Cu‘w
has been'a mystery to animal investiga- |
‘tors 'since the outbreak. Informed spec~|';
ulation assumed the virus entered |:

With atleast the tacit.
U S. Central Intelligence Agency offx-

- terrorists introduced African swine fe-
.. ver virus into Cuba in 1971. Six weeks
later an outbreak of the disease forced

the slaughter-of 500,000 pigs t
e g pigs to preven Cuba ‘either in garbage from a com-

e nationwide ammal idemie. - -
i «‘mercial airliner or in sausages brought |-

A US. mtelugcnco source toldﬂ s
./in by merchant seamen. However, on
Newsday he was given the virus in a., “‘the basis of numerous interviews over

k tal
me;l’b;:m ‘;rd ?xf?mf:.} ;:o:ng ﬁx j. four months with U.S. intelligence
. the Panama Canal Zone, with instruc-.-

- tions to tumn it over 1o the antx-Castro .concerning ' the outbreak—which oc-

<> curred two years “after then Presxdent

The’ 1971 outbreak the, iust and fﬁoffenswe chemical and biolo
g:cal war-
only time the disease has hit the West- tnre—Newsday was able to piece to-

_.ern Hemisphere, was labeled the “most ;. -gether the following account oi events Yisald the

a!arming event” of 1971 by the United
Nuhons Food and-Agricultural Orgam-

“contagious and usually lethal viral dis- -

leadmg up to the outbreak. S
~ The' U.S, intelligence so u TCce sald

rus in a sealed, unmarked ccntainer a$

transm "7Ft. Gulick, an Army base in the Pana-"

P f:’al::' f’i}k’x’ere: w:rtel;)ao hm;tﬁ{t&l:: % ma Canal Zone. The CIA also operates
" volved in the outbreak, but all produc-

* tion of pork, a Cuban staple, came to a -

7. xeer: personnel and mercenaries at T
halt, apparently for several months. rr -

)(.xuhcl\ ‘The”source said_he: was ‘given”

X mstrucnons to turn. the containér with} §

the virus over’ to’ members of an_ anti- }

.-'_Castro group., The container then” was "'
o given 'lo .a. pérson in’ the ‘Canal Zone, 3

ho ‘took it by boat- and turned it ‘over’: ,

' 5, to  fishing tcawler off the. Panamani:+|

~an‘coast. The source said the substance
: wag not identified to him until. ‘months's:

{“altér the outhreak in Cubn :Ha would.g

“not elaborate further. .., i «ti 4%
.“Another man’ mvolved in" thé opera-
t:on, a Cuban exile who asked not to be™

ldentxhed said he'was on the. trawler. 3

:when the ‘virus. was ‘put aboard at .a’
- prearranged ‘rendezvous point dff° Bo«—
cas\del Toro), Panama He said the’ §
J trawler’ mrned the virus to Navassa Is-
.1and, a  desérted, tiny, U.S.-owned is-
¢ land between Jamaica and Haiti. From}
gthere. after ‘the: trawler - made a. bnef:
: stopover, the oontamer was takcn to;
*.Ciba and given to ‘othier operatives on?
. the southern coast near the U. S. Navy 3
“base at Guantanamo Bay in’ late ;
" March; ‘according to the source. on the ™

‘“gources, Cuban exiles and scientists liad no direct knowledge of. whether. the.|

. Richard. Nixon had banned the use of ?

~a paramilitary. training center for: ca-_

"trawler The base'is: 100 m:les due,
'-northof Navassa; 7%, 13, # 5 0748
.XThe"source’ on" the" trawler ‘8aid he

a

%. virus- that came from Ft. Guhck was re-
" sponsible-for the outbreak in Havana,’;
500 miles northwest of Guantanamo. A« :
pa per.pxepared by :the: Cubans-for a
: scientifie’ conferenee in Mexico Cuy

ust Mck p:gs wero {m.mdl
r-:"‘%& ‘Aﬂ
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o were well paid for this and’ Cuban exlle-'
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: about May 6 ut:ino: preqs“‘locaimn "“clude bombmgs and assassmahon at— 5 area the “dbease could ’h.ave e\n\.ted'
xwas gwen. _ " non-Sovxet "blog+agricu templs in the United States and Vene- mon‘hs kefore it was found;” the techn-
zuela. Trained ongmally: by ‘the’ CIA :.,xcmn said, adding that it was" impossi-
tm-al technician’ then in:'Cuba’ said-the. i ba, the exil bl h t th
5 dxsease easily could have ‘gone . undeu, or operations’ agamst Cuba, the exi es ble' to pnnpomt t e source o e. epn-
have become. more restive as they vxew _‘demic...
“tected for months. The’ virus can be’’ I
; : s RSy na speech on. July 286, 1971 Castro
ftransmxtted rapidly ghrough_' id: “Th 1 th ) h
-water “supply-:s 3. ey L. sai e origin.of the epidemic has
ni [ e e ad 73 8enot yt been ascertained. It could be
;F- ““The source.on the t;’“’ ef,.who Fa ;&:‘-i.x Congress;onal sources thh access to’ accidental or it could have been the re-
keen trained by ‘the. CIA and.had Car- ““come CIA records said the swine fever’.~ sult of enemy activity. On various occa-
> ried out previous missions for the agen- . operation was not mentioned in’ thelist:\sions - the counterrevolutionary
‘,°-V' said he'saw no CIA'officials aboaﬁr‘d "of approved ¢overt operations. But* . wormpit - [anbi-Castro- groups based in
i the boat that delivered the virus to the ' Congress® efforts to probé CIA: ‘activi- 7 : Miami] has talked of plagues and epi-
e} t"“’l” off, Panama, but added: “we: ' ties in chemical and biological. warlfare & -demics;~however, we, cannol yet say’
Ey - have been frustrated. The Senate Se- ;categorically that it was either” :
,g’r?'ups don’t h""‘" that kind of money .. ‘lect. Committee on Intelligence said in-:i Ft. Gulick,, where the U.S. intellig-
»i, - He said he:suspected, ‘but. never i final report last year that the Army' "enoe source said he was given the con-
-fkne:,y for sure, what’ “{f in.the °°’}tfa“;; -and the CIA had entered into a special~: tainer with the virus,-was built during
: er: “When I asked about this stu ’,',, agreement to build biochemical agents:*:World War II to protect ‘the Panama
P - they told .Jne was, “It's fmm G“h'"k -\ 'and delivery systems, but that the writ-.:;Canal. It'is headquarters for the U.S.
. ten records of these actmtles were de— - Army’s School of the Americas, which
: —Hﬁ 6aid be was revealmg the 1“’“ :*{ stroyed. = - " 257270 trains ‘army officers from 17 Latin
:/mation because he is'a member of an - According : to the Cuban sclenhfxc pa-. : American - countries. Upofficially,  ac-
"enle group being 'investigated - by. the'. per presented in August,’1971, the™ cording-tc”intelligence’ sources, it is a
‘~United States in connection with terror- ', couniry’s entire production.of ‘pork’ Y staging area for covert operations in
.t ist activity in Florida. His account was came to a standstill until the disease *“the Caribbean and Latin America.
- coufirmed. by sanother.intelligence - ‘yag confined to Havana Province.and: .-Former CIA official Victor Marchetti,
= source in Miami. The source said he ~‘eradicated by slaughtering the infected “ author of “The CIA and the Cult of In--
1had no proof that the . operahon 'was ".. pipg gnd incinerating their: {remaing e;telhgence.” told Newsdny that the CIA
¢ '-‘PPfOVGd by CIA olficials in Washing-" s, Cuba’ reported that about: 500000 pigs ;. had its ‘own base near Gulick where it
+-ton, ‘biit: qdded' “In a’ case like "“5, " were slaughtered. The: non-Sovxet blocy itrained.its cwn operatives. He said-
¥ ‘though, : they “would always "give . agricultural fechnician then in Cuba~, Gulick- also was used to train merce-
« them :[CIA officials in _\Vashmgton] said any Havana resident. who"could ./ naries and carcer CIA personael in-
z' plausible’ deniability.”, - ' ~ was keeping a pig in the backyard to.. paramnhtary operations. Asked about
} . The investigation telerred to by the,\allevxate a chronic shortage of meat,: ‘lhe swine fever outbreak, Marchetti.
operatiye on the trawler involves a fed-. . Pigs often were obtained from relahvés"”?y‘: said-he had no personal knowledge of
"eml inquiry into terrorist acts allegedly}; in the countryside. Because of the sxtu-j,, it, but added; “Nothing about them -
»\carned out by Cuban ezules. Those m-,,‘ﬁ;‘hon, hnghly unusual for an urban [the CIA] would surpnse me,"” :.j,-fﬁ .
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